
REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL ACTION 
COUNCIL MEETING DATE: 

Dirictor of Community Development 

. 00 0* 

RECOMMENDED ACTIQN 

1. Approve the merall schematic design and phasing plan for the 
NARROW project. 

2. a) 	Direct staff to proceed with cons:ruction bid documents and 
hire a consultant to prepare final construction drawings and 
final cost estimates for phase one of the Northwood Abandoned 
Railroad Right-Of-Way. 

Or; 

b), Direct staff to proceed with construction bid documents and 
hire a consultant to prepare final construction drawings and 
final cost estimates for all phases of the Northwood Abandoned 
Railroad Right-of-Way. 

3. Direct staff to return to City Council with final cost 
estimates and bid documents for authorization to fund and 
construct the entire project or a portion thereof. 

COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 

The recommended actions liated above nave not been previously 
reviewed/considered by any City Cormission or Committee. 

BXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The previous City Council action relative to this project was at the 
meeting of October 12, 1993. At that meeting, the Council directed 
staff to retain the professional services of Lawrenc'N Halprin and RJM 
Design Group to conduct a community workshop with the 90a1 r  obtaining 
community consensus on a design for the NARROW. On January 8, 1994, a 
community workshop was conducted by Mr. Halprin. The major 
accomplimiment of the workshop was a list of consensus items which 
established the basis for the design of the project (see Exhibit P). 
Based upon the consensus list, 12,314 Design Group prepared a schematic 
design plan and an estimate of probable construction costs (see Exhibit 
"B"). On March 29, 1994, City staff conducted a second community 
meeting in order to obtain input on the design plan that was 
established as a result of the consensus list. 

At the March 29, 1994, meeting F.J11 Design Group provided background 
of the workshop proeless and an overview of the schemati-.: design plan. 
Residents who were present were given the opportunity to ask questions 
about the plan and provide input relative to any additional concerns 
they may have with the design. Please see Exhibit "C" For a listing of 
outstanding concerns and letters that were received from residents 
following the March 29th meeting. In addition, Exhibit HD" is a Public 
Safety consultant's comments on the proposed lesign. 



COUNCIL MEETING DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 

MAY 10, 1.994 

TO: 
	

CITY MANAGER 

FROM: 
	

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

SUBJECT: 
	

NORTHWOOD ABANDONED RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY 

ITATEMENT 
 
0? Tliti ISSUE 

At the City Council meeting of October 12, 1994, the City Council 
voted to proceed with the Northwood "NARROW" project in the 
following manner: 

1. Directed staff to prepare a letter of agreement between the 
City of Irvine and Lawrence Halprin and Associates for 
professional services to conduct a one-day workshop with 
residents, City staff and Ram Design Group. The goal of the 
workshop was to obtain consensus on a design alternative for 
the development of the abandoned right-of-way. 

2. Directed staff to pay the travel expenses of Lawrence Halprin 
to conduct the workshop listed in item #1, above. 

3. Directed staff to establish a contract and scope of work for 
the professional services of RIM Design Group. RIM Design 
Group set up the workshop and prepared a workshop summary 
report, a schematic design alternative and an estimate of 
probable construction costs. 

At this time, City staff has completed the preliminary design stage 
of the project and is prepared to move forward and prepare 
construction drawings. The Council is being asked to consider and 
approve the schematic design for thP project (Please see Exhibits 
A, B, C and the design plan in conjunction with the recommended 
actions listed below). 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

The alternative to the project would be a "no project" scenario 
wherein no changes or alteration would occur relative to the 
existing conditions at the project site. 

osT/gpuRcE OF FUNDS 

All costs associated with the processing of this project will be 
borne by the City. 

111111111111111= 111111: 



Submitted by: 
ROBERT C! JOHNSON 
Director of Community Developrent 

City Council 
May 10, 1994 
Page 2 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

1. Approve the overall schematic design and phasing plan for 
the NARROW project. 

2. a) Direct otaff to proceed with construction bid documents 
and hi*,:e a consultant to prepare final construction 
drawings and final cost estimates for phase one of the 
Northwood Abandoned Railroad Right-Of-Way. 

or 

b) Direct staff to proceed with construction bid documents 
ane hire a consultant to prepare final construction 
drawings and final cost estimates for all phases of the 
Northwood Abandoned Railroad Right-of.Way. 

3. Direct staff to return to City Council with final cost 
estimates and bid documents for authorization to fund and 
construct the entire project or a portion thereof. 

Report Prepared by: 

Reviewed by: 

Tim Gehrich, Associate Planner 

Kimel Conway, Principal Planner 

Sheri Vander Dussen, Manager of Planning 
Vand Development Services 

ExhtDito 

A.  
B.  
C.  
D.  

Consensus Summary 
Cost k:stimates 
Areas of Concern/Resident Letters 
Letter from Public safety consultant 

tg/narrows.council-memoII 



CONSENSUS SUMMARY 

EXHIBIT "A" 

The basic theme and use for the site was determined to reflect a 
California native "dry stream bed" garden character, meandering 
"casual" walking path with adjacent walls and homes screened from view. 

The park/school section of the right-of-way afforded the opportunity 
to "open the right-of-way up" to adjacent land uses and provide variety 
to the linear park. 

In addition, all groups at the workshop addressed street intersections 
both in terms of safety improvements and entry gateways to the "NARROW" 
project. 

The following is a list of consensus program elemelts: 

viguam ELEMENT a - CONSENSUS  

• Meandering path (8' wide, colored A.C.) 

• Keep path down - low visibility into neighboring residences 

• Thematic creek bed character 

• Drought tolerant planting (limit grass) 

• Lighting (on timer) 

• Intersection control barriers 

• Reduce or remove hedge at park 

• No railroad car 

• California native character 

• Remove fence at school/control kindergarten 

• Historic marker (at crossings) 

• Benches/trash receptacles 

• Thorny plants on wall at mobile home park 

• Discuss openings at cul-de-sacs with adjacent owners 

• No restrooms or drinking fountains 

• Eucalyptus to remain with annual pruning 
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"EXHIBIT B" 	 PROPOSED OPTIMUM PLAN NARROWS, SChEMATIC DESIGN 
PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATE 

ITEM  
UNIT 
PRICE 	SUBTOTAL TOTAL QTY 
	

UNIT 

7 	ALLOW 
2,000 	TN 

72 	EA 

HARDSCAPE: 
TRASH RECEPTACLE 
DRY CREEK BED 
LIGHTING 
:fkt,..ISNMIIMMAMMAMMVOW"a mVA 
iTIME CONCRETE WALK 	7,680 	SF 
BOULDERS-120 EA 	 253 	TN 
PICNIC SEATING 	 EA 
BENCHES 	 16 	EA 
STONE PAVING 	 4000 	SF 
18"-30" STONE RETAINING 	1,980 	LF 

WALL 
SIGNAGE 	 1 	ALLOW 
ARBOR 	 1 	ALLOW 
SPLIT RAIL FENCE 	 1,950 	LF 
WATER ELEMENT 	 1 	ALLOW 
BRIDGE 	 1 	ALLOW 
CROSSWALK STRIPING 	 1 	ALLOW 
SUBTOTAL 
LANDSCAPE: 
TREES: 
36" BOX GROVE TREES 	 91 	EA 
36" BOX CANOPY TREES 	 130 	EA 
24" BOX CANOPY TREES 	 131 	EA 
SHRUBS: 	 85,550 	FP 
GROUI:DCOVER 
EUCALYPTUS G.C. 	 69,670 	SF 
TREE "ANOPY G.C. 	 159,000 	SF 
TURF-HYDROSEED 	 63,780 	Sr 
IRRIGATION 	 378,000 	EA 
ROUGH GRADING 	 481,300 	SF 
SOIL PREP/FINE GRADING 	378,000 	SF 
DRAINAGE 6" 	 7,200 	LF 
DRAINAGE 4" 	 8,640 	LF 
ESTABLISH MAINTENANCE 	378,000 	SF 
SUBTOTAL 

SUBTOTAL 
	

1,499,404.00 
10% CONTINGENCY 
	

149,940.40 
GRAND TOTAL 
	

1,649,344.40 

V THE ESTIMATED COg7:i.' FOR 	8' WIDE CONCRETE WALK THE LENGTH OF THE R.O.W. IS 
$163,075. THIS WOULD BE A $74,125 INCREASE IN LIEU OF ASPHALT. 

RJM HAS PREPARED THIS ESTIMATE OF PROBABLE CONSTRUCTION C.:Tr ON THE BASIS OF ITS 
BEST PROFESSIONAL JUDGEMENT AND EXPERIENCE WITH THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY. THE 
ESTIMATE, HOWEVER, REPRESENTS ASSUMPTIONS AND OPINIOMS OF THE CONSTRUCTION MARKET 
AND CONTRACTOR'S METHODS OF DETERMINING ACTUAL CONFfRUCTION COSTS OVER WHICH RJM 
HAS NO CONTROL. 



NARROWS, SCHEMATIC DESIGN 
	

CONSENSUS PLAN 
MINAKy cc:15T ESTIMAT1 

UNIT 
ITEM 
	

QTY 
	

UNIT 
	

PRICE 	SUBTOTAL TOTAL 

HARDSCAPE: 
TRASH RECEPTACLE 
	

7 
DRY CREEK BED 
	

2,000 
LIGHTING 
	

72 
8 ,  WIDE COLORED ASPHALT 
	

59,300 
8 ,  WIDE CONCRETE WALK 
	

7,680 
BOULDERS-120 EA 
	

253 
BENCHES 
	

16 
SIGNAGE 
	

1 
SPLIT RAIL FENCE 
	

1,950 
Crs':1sWALK STRIPING 
	

1 
SUBTOTAL 
LANDSCAPE: 
TREES: 
36" BOX GROVE TREES 	 91 
36" BOX CANOPY TREES 	 130 
24" BOX CANOPY TREES 	131 
SHRUBS: 	 85,550 
GROUNDCOVER 
EUCALYPTUS G.C. 	 69,670 
TREE CANOPY G.C. 	 159,000 
TURF-HYDROSEED 	 63,780 
IRRIGATION 	 378,000 
ROUGH GRADING 	 481,300 
SOIL PREP/FINE GRADING 	378,000 
DRAINAGE 6" 	 7,200 
DRAINAGE 4" 	 8,640 
ESTABLISH MAINTENANCE 	378,000 
SUBTOTAL 

SUBTOTAL 
10% CONTINGENCY 
GRAND TOTAL 
Inamloms■a 
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TN 
	

90.00 180,000 

	

EA 
	

435.00 	31,320 

	

SF 
	

1.50 	88,950 
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2.75 	21,120 
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105.00 	26,565 
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300.00 	4,800 

	

ALLOW 
	

20.000.00 	20,000 

	

LF 
	

10.00 	19,500 
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200.00 	200 
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EA 
	

600.00 
	

54,600 
EA 
	

600.00 
	

78,000 
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29,475 
SP 
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42,775 
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0.20 	13,934 
SF 
	

0.20 	31,800 
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0.07 	4,465 
EA 
	

0.65 245,700 
SF 
	

0.20 	96,260 
SF 
	

0.25 	94,500 
LF 
	

10.00 	72,000 
LF 
	

5.00 	43,200 
SF 
	

0.10 	37,800 
844,509 

1,237,804.00 
123,780.40 

1,361,584.40 

RJM HAS PREPARED THIS ESTIMATE OF PROBABLE CONSTRUCTION COST ON THE BASIS OF ITS 
BEST PROFESSIONAL JUDGEMENT AND EXPERIENCE WITH THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY. THE 
ESTIMATE, HOWEVER, REPRESENTS ASSUMTITIONS AND OPINIONS OF THE CONSTRUCTION MARKET 
AND CONTRACTOR'S METHODS OF DETERMINING ACTUAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS OVER WHICH RJM 
HAS NO CONTROL. 
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1,024,529 

SPLIT RAIL FENCE 	 1,950 
CROSSWALK STRIPING 
SUBTOTAL 
LANDSCAPE: 
GROUNDCOVER 
IRRIGATION 	 378,000 
ROUGH GRADING 	 481,300 
SOIL PREP/FINE GRADING 	378,000 
DRAINAGE 6" 	 7,200 
DRAINAGE 4" 	 8,640 
ESTABLISH MAINTENANCE 	378,000 
SUBTOTAL 

SUBTOTAL 
10% CONTINGENCY 
GRAND TOTAL 

NARROWS, SCHEMATIC DESIGN 
	

PROPOSED PHASE 1 PLAN 
PRELIMINARY COST EST/MATE 

UNIT 
ITEM 
	

QTY 
	

UNIT 
	

PRICE 	SUBTOTAL TOTAL 

HARDSCAPE: 
TRASH RECEPTACLE 
DRY CREEK BED 
LIGHTING 
8 1  WIDE COLORED ASPHALT 
8 1  WIDE CONCRETE WALK 

2,000 
72 

59,300 
7,680 

ALLOW 
TN 
EA 
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120.00 	840 
90.00 180,000 

	

435.00 	31,320 

	

1.50 	88,950 

	

2.75 	21,120 

WM HAS PREPARED THIS ESTIMATE OF PROBABLE CWSTRUCTION COST ON THE BASIS OF ITS 
BEST PROFESSIONAL JUDGEMENT AND EXPERIENCE WITH THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY. THE 
ESTIMATE, HOWEVER, REPRESENTS ASSUMPTIONS AND OPINIONS OF THE CONSTRUCTION MARKET 
AND CONTRACTOR'S METHODS OF DETIMMINING ACTUAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS OVER WHICH RJM 
HAS NO CONTROL. 

1. 



EXHIBIT C 

On March 29, 1994, City-staff in conjunction with the design consultant 
for the NARROW, RJM Design Group, conducted a meeting with residents 
of Northwood who attended the NARROW workshop of January 8, 1994. The 
purpose of the meeting was to present to the group the schematic design 
plan that was prepared by RJM Design Group in response to the consensus 
items that arose from the January 8th workshop. Following a slide 
presentation by RJM, residents posed more detailed questions and 
concerns regarding those consensus and design items listed below which 
will require action by the City Council. Please note where staff has 
made a recommendation contrary to a conFensus item, the consensus item 
is considered prohibitive for reasons involving either maintenance, 
replacement or operating costs. 

1. The water element and arbor proposed by the consultant may be too 
costly as a maintenance item and may need to be removed from rae 
plan. 

The consultant, RJM Design Group will provide estimated 
maintenance costs for these items at the Council meeting of May 
10th. If maintenance costs are too prohibitive, staff recommends 
that this .1t be pursued as a design item. 

2. City needs to obtain confirmation from the Irvine Unified School 
District that the chain link fence which separates the Right-
of-Way from the school grounds can be removed. 

A public meeting has been schedulc,a on May 5, 1994, by school 
district staff to deterannewheth'sr the fence should remain or be 
removed. Since the removal of the fee was a consensus of the 
workshop participants, staff recommends that the fence be removed 
on a trial basis. In the event the removal of the fence creates 
a public safety problem for residents, reinstallation of a fence 
may be necessary. 

3. The schematic design plan proposes mounding in various locations 
throughout the NARROW. A comment was made that appropriate 
plantings be provided so that youths do not utilize these mounds 
as bicycle jump ramps. 

Staff recommends that appropriate plantings be installed adjacent 
to or on all mounding areas to prohibit use of mounds for 
skateboarding, etc. 

4. The plan should consider 24 hour lighting for th‘ R.O.W. for 
security purposes. The design plan currently shows lighting that 
is on a timer which was a .!onsfm,$us at the workshop. 

Staff recommends that the design plan represent the consenLus of 
the workshop participants t install lighting with a timer. 



5. Concern was raised regarding the appropriateness of the type of 
lighting. The plan shows "gooseneck" type lighting, twelve feet 
in height. Some residents feel that bollard lighting, low level 
lighting 3'-4' in height, is more appropriate. 

Due to maintenance and replacement costs associated with bollard 
lighting, City staff recommend that a cast aluminum post-mounted 
lum4 naire be utilized. This type of lighting is standard for all 
City parks and can be equipped with shielding that will direct 
illumination away from adjacent properties. The lighting would be 
no more than twelve feet in height, consistent with the consensus 
achieved at the workshop. In addition, a cost associated with the 
bollard type lighting will be provided at the May 10th Council 
meeting as an informational item. 

6. Some residents still believe that seating opportunities should 
not be provided thrcu5hout the length of the right-of-way. 
However, it was the consensus of the workshop participants that 
some type of seating be provided. 

The consensus of the workshop group was that some type of seating 
be provided. Therefore, staff recommends that seating 
opportunities remain as a part of the design plan. A creative 
solutinn that is recommended to the seating issue would be to 
incorporate boulder-like seating into the riparian, creek-bed 
theme in lieu of formal benches. 

7. Concern was raised regarding the use of asphalt surfacing as 
opposed to concrete. At the workshop of January 8th, it was the 
consensus of the group that a colored asphalt be utilized. 

Although the consensus of the workshop participants was to 
utilize asphalt, the maintenance cost associated with a color 
coated asphalt surface may be prohibitive. Therefore, staff will 
provide a comparison of maintenance costs for concrete versus, 
asphalt at the City Council meeting of May 10, 1994. Please note, 
that a cost estimate for constructing  the trail of concrete is 
provided as a footnote at the bottom of the cost estimate sheet 
for the propoeed optimum plan. 
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ODEE* 
	

-re:* 

Ss-
ASSOCIATES 

REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANTS 

April 5, 1994 

Mr. Timothy N. Gehrich 
Associate Planner, Community Development . Department 
City of Irvine 
P.O. Sox 19575 
Irvine, California 92713 

SUBJECT: Schematic Design Alternative 

	

RE: 	Northwood Abandoned Railroad Right-of-Way 

Dear Mr. Gahrich: 

In accordance with City staff's request, the following are 
my thoughts regarding the above subject natters 

1. Overall, I believe FUN Design Group did an excellent job 
and / am generally satisfied. 

2. Specific areas of concern era: 

A. Lighting: I believe a combination of lighting fixtures 
might better sarve the project. In addition, the 
actual field location of the fixtures will be very 
important. I want adequate lighting for security 
purposes, but not intrusive. There should be a 
concentration of fixtures at the various intersections 
to promote safety but discourage loitering. 

B. Water Feature: Although these features are pleasant, 
they are expensive to maintain and tend to promote 
loitering. 

C. Street Crossings: I do not believe the design 
presented will adequately premote safety. Young 
children on bicycles or skateboards could make the 
change of direction withmt slowing down And still 
race into the street. 

D. Pathwc.vt I hope maintenance costs will be taken into 
consideration when the final decision is made on 
either asphalt or concrete. I can live with the 
colored asphalt, but I think concrete would be more 
cost effective over the long term. 

2964 Airway Avene, Costa Mesa California 92626 
(714) 557-3198 (714) 540-6486 (FAX) 



E. Seating Areas* I agree with seating areas at the 
street intersections, however, I do not agree with the 
randomly located benches. These benched will becoes 
gathering places and will be a constant annoyance to 
the neighbors. 

F. Miner's Trial Access: I M not conv!..nced that there. 
should be any additional public: access points other 
that tn• access from the major street. 

G. Grove At Entrances: I like the doncept but I do not 
believe the trees should be orange trees. There are 
ornamental trees that have tha appearance of orange 
trees but do not produce the fruit. The fruit is 
dirty, attract flies, possums and are great objects to 
throw. Also, the ijruve P!hould not be too dense, 
otharwise, the police will not have a good view of the 
trail while patrolling. 

H. Graos Areas! The creation of the large grass areas for 
"Frisbee" throwing will cause n problem for the 
neighbors, this in not an activa park. The grars 
areas should be reduced in size which will also reduce 
maintenance costs. 

I. Trees' The tree palate should be cons!ei-zed carefully. 
Maintenance costs, safety and the neighbors should be 
conNidored. When the Santa Ana winds bie.w, we do not 
want all of the leaves, etc, in the neighbors pools as 
it is currently. 

J. Security: Rear yard security ie a problem now. Maybe 
consideration should be given to increasing the rear 
yazd wall heights to a minimum of eight feet. PleAge 
insure that the crime prevention team of the Police 
Department is involved at the beginning of the design 
phase. Security is number one in importance. 

K. Eucalyptus Trees: I am in favor of removing these 
trees, However, if *hey are to remain, I wc,uld hope 
that competent ine.viduals are retained to review 
these tress for ('...seasct. 

I?, 

111111111.11N1111111111111111■1111111PAIMIIMIIIIII 



4.0•Akedab 

I sincerely believe that RJK has captured the majority of the concerns and presented reasonable solutions at the schematic design levels. Its the fine tuning during design that will bet-needed to solve the remainder issues. Let's keep the project 
going in this direction. 

If you have any questions, please feei free to contact 
Me 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Odle 



CONSULTING 
GROUP 

April 11, 1994 

I I 1, 1'11 it 11 1 11 

Irvine City Hall 
Tim Geluich 
1 Civic Center Plaza 
Irvine, CA 92714 

Dear Tim, 

As a long standing member of the NARROW committee, per your request, I am submitting my thoughts 
on your recent meeting to present an overview of you), proposal or the City Council meeting The overall 
plan looked VERY attractive and will be much better that the eye sore we have now. 

One key issue concerns me and will be addressed at the City Council meeting, if not resolved. This issue 
is the "height" of the lights along the NARROW. Four (4) foot lights were discussed and agreed upon 
(by the NARROW committee) a year ago or more. Enclosed is a recent LA Times picture of a developed 
narrow parkway in Santa Rancho Margarita utilizing 4 foot lights. I can give you numerous reasons why 
we don't want die tieher lights shinning into our yards and windows, but will refrain unless you need that 
level of detail. It is imeortant that we know what pesition you decide on - prior to the City Council 
meeting. Please understand that we have to live with the lights, not the consulting firm. 

A secondary issue may be non-issue, if designers are aware of the where the "low walls" 
are located, prior to deal ,ning the bike path. In short, please don't design the path close to the lower 
walls. (Mine and Jon r alsgard are the lowest on the AARROW 

One final thought for consideration is the cost regarding the NARROW project. Three years ago, it was 
estimated that it would take 3.5 to 4 million dollars to complete NARROW and "do it right". City staff 
indicated that the project cost would have to be restricted tr, a ceiling of approximately 2.4 million. 
Today, we have an opportunity to "do it right" for approximately 1.5 million - minus the water piece. 
My point is that costs are going to go right back up and we have an opportunity to complete this project 
for far tees than originally planned. If we piece meal it,ty the time the NARROW is completed, we will 
more than likely be back up to the 2+ million mark. Note that the city is digging undorpeeses that arc not 
meded now...why?...beeaue we can save the city major dollars by completing now rather than waiting 
until the need is critical How can we convince the City Council to bite the bullet and get the NA1.ROW 
project completed in total, rather than piece by piece. year by year, at a much higher cost? It more than 
likely would he leas expensive to borrow the money and go for it now, than suffer the increased 
construction costs that are occurring as we consider this proposal. Construction companies have been 
operating at below cost for some time and are now forced to raise prices significantly to pay off their debt. 

Tim, what can we do in your behalf to assist your effort in completing this long standing project? I would 
be delighted to work with yat'. to make this project a success. 

Allan L. Simmons 
9 Wineherter 
Irvine, CA 92720 
651-15a0 

!RVINE. 	 • .7!•ii 	 • 



EXHIBIT D 
Security Design Concepts 	 
j123 C. locust. Orange. CA 99667-6318 
'714) 997.1084 

LAW ENFORCEMENT ANALYSIS 

PLAN REVIEW COMMENTS 

FINDINGS: 

March 28, 1994 

NORTHWOOD RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY 

940301 

Trail/Linear Park in Abandoned Railroad 
Right-of-Way 

Between Jeffrey Road and Matera Road 

RJM Design Group 

Tim Gehrich (ext. 6382) 

There is a direct correlation between 
deaign of buildings/areas and criminal 
opportunity. Because of this estab-
lished relationship, planning of new 
construction projects offers an oppor-
tunity to create an atmosphere where 
crime ie discouraged. The analysis 
identifies designs which could encour-
age criminal acts and provides mitigat-
ing measures which are sensitive to the 
project. 

The tollowing recommendations are based 
upon an evaluation of the project 
utilizing Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design concepts. 
Recommendations may include information 
on requirements of building security 
standards which are affected by desinn 
features. All of the findings are of 
equal importance in reducing criminal 
opportuaity. 
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Northwood Railroad Right-of-Way 
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1. General Comment 

Presently. there is a juvenile problem with kids loitering in 
the right-of-way and throwing rocks into the back yards of ad-
jacent residences. The close proximity of Sierra Middle School 
to this right-of-way exacerbates the juveniles problem as the 
school is an obvious destination point for the yuuth. The pro-
posed trail will be an active pedestrian corridor as opposed to 
similar trails which are more passive in nature. A review of 
the proposed trail design indicates there may be potential 
problems with some of the features relative to historical juve-
nile issues. 

2. Seatino Amenities  

There are two sitting opportunities being provided. One is at 
the trail entry on Jeffrey Road and the other adjacent to 
Sierra Middle School at the trail entry on Matera Road. The 
Jeffrey Road location incorporates a water element next to a 
formal sitting area consisting of retaining walls. A grove of 
various trees is proposed for the Matera Road entry which con- 
sists of retaining walls suitable for sitting (designated as 
"seatwallb" on the plans). Based upon the nature of youth, 
these areas could become a convenient loitering area, for the 
seats have "legitimized" this activii.y. Unfortunately, such 
loitering leads to harassment of others using the trail and, 
ever time, creates fear of the area (i.e., College Park Re-
design Project). A trail system located in this type of area 
with nearby schools and residence, should be 6 -.,signed to expe- 
dite pedestrians' travel along the path and not incorporate 
reasons to linger. 

Recommendations: 

(1) 1 move all opportunities for seating along the trail. 

(2) If retaining walls must be used, then design them with a 
minimum 450  sloped top with the slanted portion facing the 
trail, thus making it difficult to sit on. 

3. Walkina Surface 

Recommendation! Maintain a minimum 20' distance from edge of 
trail to any adjacent residential property lines. 

6111...111.111111111111111111121Millilillil 
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4. 	14114.22.a.2.ing. 

Recommendations: 

(1) The grove planting at Matera Road entryway should not uti-
lize any trees which produce fruit or similar substances 
which are attractive projectiles for some of the more exu-
berant youth to throw. 

(2) All trees should be kept trimmed from ground level to a 
minimum height of ' tr the beginning of the tree's 
canopl. (An evev.reell pear, if not properly manicured, 
will become a large bush.) 

(3) Small clinging vines should be planted against all fencing 
to discourage graffiti. 

(4) Boulders should be of a size and shape which is not con-
ducive to being sot upon. Consider placing them away from 
the trail (i.e., 6'-10'). 

(5) Shrubs which only grow to a maximum 3' make an excellent 
border near all fence lines. It is difficult to conceal 
someone and it creates a symbolic barrier to gaining ac-
cess to the fence. There should be no shrubs which grow 
higher than 3' in this trail system. 

	

5 - 	iii.cillting. 

Will the trai be lighted? There should be some kind of illu-
mination using pole lighting (i.e., 9'-12' high) as opposed to 
bollard ugh., fixtures. Careful consideration needs to be 
given to placement as trees (when mature) will block light. 
Also, residential areas need to be protected against glare; 
which involves placement and type of fixture to be used. 

Respectfully submitted, 

R. Bruce Ramm 
President 

RBR/s1. 
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NORTHWOOD ABANDONED RAILROAD RIGHT OF WAY 

MAY 10, 1994 
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A. D. Z %LINK() 
	 Cip+JO. 01‘‘  

12 Morrie Road 
Irvine, CA. 92720 

5/4/94 
IRVINE CITY COUNCIL 

RE* NARROW DESIGN PROPOSAL BY FYI 3/94. 

We wish to be on record as adjacent homeowners of the NARROW 

who wished to acquire 1/3 to 1/2 1:11:  toe adjacent NARROW 

property, and as a family who does not want a public 

park/trail at their back yard/fence. 

We find the design pr000saal for the NARROW. by Rill. 

interesting, creative. unioue, and with the 4o1lowing 

concerns, An acceptable/let's do it oroppsal.  

1) TRAIL ELEVATION - show walkway/trail elevation at or 

below South homeowners first floor slab. 

2) BENCHES - eliminate (NARROW is to narrow for Public 

benches at/near adjacent horeowners back yard/fence.) 

3) LIGHTING - dusk to down, low level or thematic ligt 

fixture - NO 14' pumpkin heads. 

4) SAFTEY - security to adjacent nomeowners. increai:0- 

safety of trail/street crains. 

5) LANDSCAPING - trees. miminum Z4" box. Reblace turi*- 

areas with mondo grass or edual. Add fern plantings. 

6) HISTORICAL MARKER - eliminate council recongnition. Set 

NARKOW/RAILROAD historical theme with -Flatbed rail car 

(donatecO, in al acE 04/..k.a prouosed bridge AL SIlLwOo0 Eckr 4 . 
	 r 

7) FENCE - identify adj.Acont homeownewe l'ene".e Ilabilttv. 



Si COSTS - the ONLY  acceptable cost saving CU(S from the 

probosed design would be benches, and the terraced water 

eleMent at Jeffrey. Original cost estimates were 

approximately $2.3 million. Northwood citizens/homeowners 

have been CUT for 10 years. 

9) COMMUNICATION - we have talked and studied this NARROW to 

tens of thousands of DOLLARS - enough is enough! But. we 

MUST continue to communicate!!! 

10) LET'S DO IT! - repuest the RjM Design Group be 

retainediinvolvea with Uesign development. engineering, 

construction, through project completion. LET'S DO IT!!! 

We will appreciate your cooperation! 

A. D. ZELINKO 

c: Community Deyelooment 







cl-tclud 
Lupe Cook 
PTA President 

Westwood Basics Plus 

Ann Glenn 
PISA President 

Sierra Vista Middle School 

3  October 26, 1903 

Mr. Paul Reed 
Deputy Superintendent of 

• Business Services 

5050 Barranca Parkway 

Irvine, CA 92714-4698 

Dear Mr. Reed, 

We the undersigned join the hundreds of parents and neighbors in the 

vicinity of Westwood Basics Plus and Sierra Vista Middle School in 

support of retaining the footpath acc..ess to the campus from the "brown 

belt" and Silkwood Park to the south of the campus. We join in the 

concerns voiced in the parents' and neighbor's petitions delivered to you 

todiq that the closing of the footpath will increase the congestion and 

risk of injury to students along the Liberty Street entrance to the campus. 

We ask that you take these petitions as an indication of the level of 

community interest in retaining the brown belt access and we solicit 

your support of our position. The student's 

safety would be given the highest priority. 

Very truly yours, ' 

162.doii-oz-te& 

Ur. Beverly Kahlil-White 
	 Jef Mylen 

Principal 
	 Principal 

Westwoo6 Basics Plus 
	 Sierra Vista Middle School 



Irvine Unified School District 
5050 Barranca Parkway, Irvine, CA 92714, 714/651-0444, FAX 714/552-8661 

DATE: 	NOVEMBER 1, 1993 

TO: 
	

DISTRIBUTION 

SUBJECT: RESPONSES To PUBLIC COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC FORMATION 
MEETING AWARDING CLOSURE OF THE WESTWOoD BASICS PLUS 
ELEMENTARY SOUTHWEST FENCE ACCESS 

IUSD is in receipt of a petition bearing the signatures of over 300 
community members supportive of retainLig the subject fence access 
to Westwood Basics Plus Elementary. Administratively, IUSD has 
determined that the brown belt access to Westwood Basics Plus 
Elementary shall remain open. 

ZUSD considered the request received from Mr. Specter to close the 
subject fence access. An October 12, 1993 public information 
meeting was held to hear all concerns. On October 21, 1993, stLff 
of IUSD and the City of .Crvine met to respond the comments and 
concerns expressed at thr public information meeting held on 
October 12, 1993 are attached. 

If you would like additic.nal information or have any quebtions 
please contact Corinne Loskot, IUSD Facilities Planning at (714) 
CS1-0444, extension 326. 
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The undersigned residents of Irvin,* and/or parents of children 

who attend westwood Basics Plus and Sierra Vista Middle School 

want the entrance to the school ground's from Silkwood Park to 

remain open for our children% safety in ,going to and from school 
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Address 	 

The undersigned residents of Irvine and/or parents of children 
who attend Westwood Basics Plus and Sierra Vista Middle School 
want the entrance to the school grounds from Silkwood Park to 
remain open for our childrens safety in going to and from school 
each day 
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The undersigned residents of Northwood and the parents of 
children who attend Westwood Basic Plus and Sierra Vista 
School want the entrance to the school grounds from Silkwood 
Park to remain o n for our childrens safety in going to and 
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The undersigned residents of Northwood and the parents of 
children who attend Westwood Basic Plus and sierra Vista 
School want the entrance to the school grounds from Silkwood 
Park to remain open for our childrens safety in going to and 
From school each day. 
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The undersigned residents of Northwood and the parents of 
children who attend Westwood Basic Plus and Sierra Vista 
School want the entrance to the school grounds from Silkwood 
Park to remain open for our childrens safety in going to and 

from school each day. 
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The undersigned residents of Northwood and the parents of 
children who attend Westwood asic Plus and Sierra Vista 
School want the entrance to the school grounds +roil Silkwood 
Park to remain open for our childrens safety in going to and 
from school each day. 
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The undersigned parents of childrer, who attend Westwood 
Basic Plus and Sierra Vista School want the entrance to the 
school grounds from Silkwood Park to remain open for our 
childrens ,safety in going to and from school each c.1,7y. 
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The undersigned parents of children who attend Westwood 
Basic Plus and Sierra Vista School want tht.. entrance to the 
school grounds From Silkwood Park to remain open for our 
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The undersigned parents of children who attend Westwood 
Basic Plus and Sierra Vista School want he entrance to the 
school grounds from Silkwood Park to remain open for our 
childrens safety in going to and from school each day. 
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The unde .signed residents pJ Northwood and the parents of 
cFlldren who attend Westwold Basic Plus and Sierra Vista 
School went the entrance r-.c) the school grouctds from Silkwood 
Park to rsmain open for our childrens safety in going to and 
from school each day. 
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The undersioned residents of Northwood and/or the parents. rl -F 
children who attend Westwood Basic Plus and Sierra Vista 
School want the entrance to the school grounds from Silkwood 
Park to remain open for our childrens safety in going to and 
from school each day. 
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The undersigned residents of No
rthwood and/or the parents 0-F 

children who attend Westwood B
asic Plus and Sierra Vista 

School want the entrance to th
e school vounds from Silkwood 

Park to remain open for our ch
ildrens safety in going to and

 

from school each day. 
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The undersigned residents of Northwood and the parents of 
children who attend Westwood Basic Plus and Sierra Vista 
School want the entrance to the school grounds from Silkwood 
Park to remain open for our childrens safety in going to and 

from school each day. 
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The undersigned parents of children who attend Westwood 

Basic Plus and Sierra Vista School want the entrance to the 

school grounds fm Silkwood Park to remain open for our 

childrens(ST4sety\,in going to and from school each day. 
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The undersigned residents of Irvine and/or parents of children 

who attend Westwood Basics Plus and Sierra Vista Middle School 

want the entrance to the school grounds from Silkwood Park to 

remain open for our children safety in going to and from school 

each day. 
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The undersigned residents of Northwood and/or the parents of 
children who attend Westwdod Basic Plus and Sierra Vista 
Schoo] want the entrance to the school grounds from Silkwood 
Park to remain open for wr childrens safety in going to and 
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children who attend Westwood Basic Plus and Sier
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School want the entrance to the school grounds f
rom Silkwood 

Park to remain open for our childrens sa-Pety in 
going to and 

from school each day. 
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